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Introduction

At the beginning of our abidance here in Gdanskahwvas of course an adaptation and
exploration phase in which we made a lot of walkgeeially in our neighbourhood. So we visited
also the district of Oliwa that is just 20 minugesay from our dormitory and found it very unique.
It was like a village in the big city of Gdansk awe decided that it would be very interesting to
find out what Old Oliwa is like and the observatiexercise was a good reason for us to look at it
closer. This was the beginning of several visitsQtfva during which we recognized a lot of
details, watched many people and walked a lot tindhe streets of this small old village.

But also inside of Oliwa there were kind of di#fat parts and it was not like a big
homogeneous place but rather a village which waglell by itself in different parts. Thus we
decided to share it into three different parts: thweng quarters, the main road (Opata J.
Rybinskiego) and the Park Oliwski. For us it wasvad very important to have preassigned points
for our observation and we chose the basic existdanctions from Partzsch to have a more
detailed view on Oliwa as there are: living, wosupply and services, living in community,
spending leisure time and culture and transportafitlese functions are very relevant, elementary
human requirements and therefore pretensions fyeparticular living space of the human being.
So we tried to have a more clear and objective wiBv®liwa than people who have a connection to
this part of the city. It was very important for ts observe Oliwa without any prejudices and
influences from the outside.

But we also realized that it is necessary to Beestibjective view on this quarter of Gdansk
and for it we dealt with a special internet homepesich is not only about Oliwa but also from the
inhabitants of Oliwa and they have there the pdggyilto talk about their experiences in and with
Oliwa. So our final part of this paper will be abélese chats and talks in this forum and will grin

a more personal notion into our minds.



Living area in Oliwa

This discrict has a nice atmosphere, it is spemadl different from any other living area we
experienced so far at our home country in Hungarg &ermany, but if we focus only on
Trojmiasto these buildings show some similaritigghvbuildings in Sopot but they are different
from the architecture in the downtown of Gdansksdynia.

As we took a walk around in the small streetsioyaressions were that Oliwa is definitely a
calm and friendly living district with two floor faily houses which have a typical architectures|t i
also important that some of the houses are in badition, but it's important to notice that some of
them are already renovated, and this might beigreaf the beginning of the gentryficitaion. The
houses are fairly similar to each other, they hamwveooden front part, which overhangs, stands out

from the rest of the house.

typical house in Oliwa

As we already said it's a living area, which me#rexe are no shops or workplaces except
the church and the school. The possibilities ofldasure time activities are limited. There are som
oppurtunities for outside activities, people cantgdhe park, or take a walk in the hills and the
forest, go for a jogging. There is also a museu@p@, but there is no theatre, cinema or shopping
centre.

The small streets have a charasteristic sceree is no asphalt but cobble, which makes
the transport and travelling less comfortable vega special atmosphere, and on both sides of the

streets there are typical tree alleys.



street with tree alleys

The main traffic is on the street Stary Rynek, amdhese small streets there is no real
traffic, because only those people go there bywlo live in those houses, and the public
transportation is also on he main street, theeefoere are no bus stops.

There are containers for clothes for the polishareds organization.

a container

From the seven basic funtions by Partzsch thedivunction, which is the first one, is the

dominant.



Oliwa has some grey houses covered with dustligendf the city begins with the traffic of
the cars in the direction of the ring-road. Thedfiom is what makes Oliwa different from other
parts of the Tréjmiasto agglomaration? This histrplace has a familiar and a little bit provircia
character where time goes by much slower. We cfiétisome untidy houses which reminded us
to Sopot because of their architecture. For s@reaitlvantege is its old-fashioned style. You can'’t
find a building made of concrete which doesn’tafihong other houses or to the Cathedral. Each of
the houses has its own style, it is different frthra other ones in the details, each one is unige.

Some of them have art nuveou decorations, for @xhe street Alfa Liczmanskiego.

decoration of a house in Oliwa

The inhabitants of Oliwa are not different fronh@t inhabitants in Tréjmiasto, but if we
take a look we can notice that many old people tigee, though there are also young people and
children. We also can find people from the perigh&ho can't find their place in the society,
alcoholics for example. The wood around the citgasyet a popular recretation area, and sadly the
Radosc valley also looses its beuty because gilldumps.



The main street of Oliwa: Stary Rynek and Opata#kieqgo

Stary Rynek

The main street of Oliwa has a central role inlifeeof this district of the city as it can also
be seen from its name (Stary Rynek means old maitket of the socialgeographic basic functions
appears in the street, like transportation, supphd services, job, community life and
communication.

Both for the Three Cities and both for Oliwa St&ynek is an important transportational
route. One of the roads going to Gdynia and leadintgof the city goes through Oliwa. Because of
this reason there is always big traffic on Staryé¥yand Opata Ryhskiego. Especially the transit
transportation is big there. Those who live in @liand don't have a car shouldnt worry about how

big traffic on the main street

to get to other parts of the city. There are margels going on the main street (117, 169, 171, 179,
222,622, 807, 820, N1), and the stops for tram&lll are also not far away.



Bus stop in Oliwa

Another important function is supply and servicédsthin Oliwa most of the shops and
stores can be found on the main street: a bakedwytcher's shop, food shop, vegetable and fruits
shop, shop of electronical goods, clothes shop¢c®pind flower shop. From services there can be
found a dentist's surgery, a car washer, shoe regpdianks, pizzeria, bars, cafeteria, pension,
hairdresser and solarium. These are not all of thecourse, but still they are not enough to sgptisf
the basic necessities of the local people. Thecehof items is not big enough in these shops, a

bigger shopping center is missing for the locatermfrthe district. Another question is how the

presence of a shopping center would change theofa®éwa and would fit in to the district. It is

opening time of a shop in Oliwa

interesting that there is a small shop on the maret, where an old lady is selling drinks, arel th



shop is opening every day at 5:30 in the morningeéms to be standing there for a century.

These shops and services are making the basadthea function : the work. These stores
create a workplace for the local people. Sincddbals know mostly the needs of the people living
in Oliwa, it would be a great opportunity for theémopen an own store. With this they would create
workplaces and would increase the arrange of ssviStill most of the people living in Oliwa
work in other parts of the Three Cities.

Most of the community life and communication hapgpen the main street of Oliwa. In the
shops or in the bus stop the people meet, theyn st pizzeria to eat something, they go in a
cafeteria to drink something (not mentioning treditional community life of pubs from morning

until night) or go for a walk to Park Oliwa.




Naturally the function of living also appears te main street, since there are living houses
on both sides of the road, but considering wholev®lthis is not significant. Those wanting to
spend their free time or do some recreational thdioig't have the opportunity to do such things on
the main street. They rather visit other partshed Three Cities. It is the same situation with
education and culture.

On the whole we can say that the main functionsth&f main street of Oliwa are

tarnsportation, supply and services and work.

The Park Oliwski

The Park Oliwski is surrounded by the Aleja Grulizka in the east, the Opada J.
Rybienskiego in the south, the Oliwa Cathedrahimwest and the cemetery Oliwski and the Ulica
Opacka in the north. So it is located almost in itiddle of the whole area of Oliwa, just five
minutes by foot to the SKM station and on the ofiposide of the Tram station. At last it is very
good to reach and perfect situated for the localesgtion because the first aspect of a park should

be the recovery of people.
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the park entrance sign

~

To see them having a rest or just relaxing dutirey make a walk was not very easy which
is of course a matter of the predominant weathandwutumn and winter. Instead of this | saw the
people using the park for taking a short cut tachetaster their destination because it has a very
good north-south and eat-west access.

But for me, especially in wintertime, it was nbat nice to cross the park when it is dark
outside by the reason that just the main way hadltanination in the night and there were also

some strange persons sitting on the benches. Meless the people are using the park also in the



the Ianfé}n at th mi ay
evenings before it is closing at 8:00 p. m. (as gan see at the entrance sign). The ways are in a
good condition and there is also a winter servicgtie main way which make it secure to use when
it is snowing or frozen. In the middle of the painle Abbots Palace is located. Inside the palace are
two museums and a restaurant and you have to veaisa the park to reach the palace and its
culture offer.

the Abbots Palace

Though in other respects | concentrate on thetfadtthe park is used by a lot of mothers
and their baby carriages. In the afternoon it issgae to see in half an hour about five or more of
these pushchairs and the mothers are also meetaimgother in the park and make together a walk
through it. So they use it to be outside in theegrbut away from cars and noises and the ways
allow them to use the baby carriages which is fxangple in the near located national park

completely impossible.



mothers with their baby carrie parents witir baby
On the other hand the park gives the opportumityneet each other, to sit on benches, to

walk around or just to feed the ducks in the liktlkees.

'bgopr)le feeding ducks : — a girl feeding ducks

As a conclusion it is to say that the park isingighe level of living in the area of Oliwa
because everybody can use it and relax in it withmaying any money. It also offers the
opportunity to spend time with family and friendslause the leisure time to take a deep breath afar
from everyday life and to enjoy a bit more sileac®l calmness than in the hectic life. At least the
park gives room for relaxing without leaving thestdct of Oliwa or the city Gdansk at all. And
even when the people just use it as a short dinetio real destinations they will join some minutes
of this relaxed atmosphere.



Questionnaire

We asked a person to fill a questionnaire forhmua life in Oliwa, what was it like to live
there. He used to live there for twenty years, momidays he goes back to his family home to visit
his mother and relatives.

He used to live in a condominium house (mieszkapi#dzielcze), and his parents received
a flat in Oliwa, because his father was a militaffycer in the Polish army and he got a servicg fla
which he bought for himself later. In his opiniotivéa is charasteristic place becase the inhabitants
of Tréjmiasto go there to have a relax with pleasdrtake a walk in the park, visit the Zoo with
family, the Palmhouse, or to visit the latest paimtexhibition in Opatéw Palace. Oliwa is different
from other parts of Trojmiasto because it is a vaaim district, with lot of green areas and trees,
it's not too crowded, and there are no huge shappéntres. It is also a safe district. People who
live there know each other very well, and theredmtenitely more personal and closer relationships
between people than in other places in Trojmiasty. the question if people can count on their
neighbours, he answered that because the inhabib&i@@liwa live there for a long time everyone
knows each other quite well. Yes people can coartheir neighbours, they go togethet for a walk,
for shopping and look after the flat when the ownare not at home. He did like to live there,
because from Oliwa there was very good acces byigptrlansportation to attractive places for
young people like cinema, swimming pool, sport sad It was also close to school, high school
and later to Politechnika. For the question if mgoung or older people live there now he
answered that there are definitely more old pedfidesaid that he and his friends went out most of
the times to the cinema in their spare-time. Ferdlieryday transport they used the SKM train or
the tram. The traffic was always very big. Todayydns mother lives there, his friends moved out,
but they still have contact with each other. Weedsk many people leave Oliwa, if many people
move out to another discrict, and his answer wasoiheone had a flat there than that person
wouldn’t move out, just in the case if it was nesagy. People like to live there because it is ctose
everywhere thanks to the SKM, trams and busesinbibie same time it is a calm and safe area. It
was also an interesting question for us that wirat kf changes did he notice since he moved out,
but the answer was short, Oliwa hardly ever chgngemges appear very slowly. The last question
was what was missing the most from the place, tbaeems the inhabitants had everything they
needed because everything was close.



Gdansk Oliwa- Forum, pogaduchy z sasiadamy bez wychodzenianzdo

(www.Mojeosiedle.pl)

| found this website on the internet by coincidenand | started to read it, because | was
curious what were people writing about. The faselit that this city has a webpage, where the
inhabitants talk to each other proves me in a Wway this is a strong community, where people need
to talk with each other, and they like to shargdhapinions and problems, and they try to discuss
them. The main aim is to find a solution and tafout if others see the same problem in the same
way. The topics on the webpage are different, yau find topics like Oliwa w mediach, Oliwa w
internecie, co wiem o miejscu mojego zamieszkayiak Oliwski, Park Oliwski, Oliwa na starych
zdjeciach, Zdjecia dzisiejszej Oliwy and many ottogrics.

| think this page is also interesting to find eat is real life like in Oliwa, because what
we see while taking a walk through the street iy m@em that that is a perfect living area, but the
people who live there might have a different opmi&or example | read the topic called powr6t
komuny w sklepie na lesnej, it was about the problthat in shops there isn’'t a wide range of
choice from food.

A rather ironic citation from one of the site users

Wieksza¢ sklepow w Starej Oliwie to komuszy skansen. Jallkndw Barei. A dziwne,ze tak
modna dzielnica ma takie badziewne sklepy. Rozamglb oliwskiego zatrzymatesiv latach 80-
tych ubiegtego wieku. Zupeltny folklor, ubogi asorgnt,smierdz;ce wretrza, gburowata obstuga.”

Of course many of the users defended shops in Qbeause they like them the way they are, that
they are small, and it is important for some pepé they know the saleswomen, and they got used
to it. In this way it's more familiar and more pensl. For an outsider the peaceful life of Oliwa
might seem idillic, and it would be hard to imageéypermarket or a shopping centre somewhere
in the city, but on the other hand there might d@gademand for these kind of facilities to make
peoples life easier.

There are also a few comments about the post ddfitke main street (Stary Rynek) where
the women who work there (except one lady) arereaity nice and helpful, and the worst time to
go there are the closing hours.

These details show what is real life like in Oljviout | think these everyday problems are
familiar to everyone, it also reminded me of my oigalings about shops and facilities in my own
hometown in Hungary in Szeged. | also noticed timhtonly young people write on this website but

many people who live there for more then 20 yesost makes the page even more authentic.



